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Knowle Local History Society 
is an independent organisation formed to 

promote the study of the history of the village 
and to provide a service to the residents of 

Knowle and the wider public. 
 

Making History Live 

 

Knowle Local History 
Society 

 

Publications 
 

LEAFLETS IN PRINT 
 
Knowle ~ A Brief History  50p 
An outline of the history of the village from the beginning of its recorded history in 
1200 to the present day. 

 
BOOKLETS IN PREPARATION 

 
The Canal Through Knowle 
The history of the Grand Union Canal as it passes through the village, its bridges & 
wharves, the pubs along its banks and those who worked on it.  Due June 2012 

FREE LEAFLETS & NEWSLETTERS 
 
Knowle Local History Society   A general leaflet giving the Society’s origins, its objectives and an outline of 
its activities. 
Services to the Public  Outlines what the Society offers to local businesses, organisations, schools and 
genealogists, including research, providing speakers, guided tours of the village, etc. 
The Knowle Records and Where to Find Them  A resumé of the main primary and secondary sources for 
Knowle and where they can be found.  Includes a note on the Knowle boundaries. 
Your House and Family in Knowle  Details of the most useful items for tracing your house and family in 
Knowle and where they can be found. 
Publications  A list of the Society’s publications, including booklets, leaflets (some free) and newsletters. 
Illustrated Talks  A list of the Society’s illustrated talks, which the Society is happy to present to  other 
organisations. 
Guided Walks Around Knowle  Details of tours around the village, which the Society offers to other groups. 
Newsletters  The Society publishes three newsletters per year, which are distributed free to members.  Other 
than the current one, they are available on the Society’s web site in PDF form and can be downloaded. 



Introduction 

Knowle Local History Society publishes 
occasional papers on aspects of village history.  
They are based on over thirty years research , 
through which we have acquired a vast store of 
experience and unsurpassed local knowledge.   

Publications provide a means of sharing our 
knowledge with a wider audience in a more 
permanent form, with any profit used to 
finance the next publication or the Society’s 
exhibitions.  The list is small at present, but 
will be increased as time permits.  CDs and 
DVDs may be published in the future. 

 
Booklets are in A5 format, ranging in length  
from twenty four to forty pages, and in price 
from £2.50 to £4.  They are printed in-house in 
the Society’s house style, with an attractive 
laminated cover, and are illustrated with colour 
photographs.  The Society holds a small stock 
of each, with extra copies printed as necessary. 

The Society also publishes the occasional 
leaflet, several free mini-guides in 1/3 A4 and 
three newsletters a year. 

Publications are available from the Society, 
Knowle Library and the Oxfam Bookshop.  
Further information may be found on our web 
site. 

Contact Details 
17 Blackdown Road,  

Knowle, Solihull. 
B93 9HP 

tel: 01564 775887 
web site: www.knowlehistory.org.uk 
e-mail: knowlehistory@yahoo.co.uk 

January 2012 

BOOKLETS IN PRINT 
 
The Place Names of Knowle  £4 
The origins of local names, old and new, including the Forest of Arden, the River 
Blythe, Purnells Brook, field names, roads, buildings, etc. 
 
 
 
Springfield Hall ~ A Country House in Knowle  £3.50 
The history of a country house in Knowle from its origins as a private estate to its 
present day use as a school for children with special needs. 
 
 
 
Memories of Four Seasons ~ Recollections from Childhood  £2.50 
Roslyn Croft, John Lyons, Sylvia Moody and Valerie Morton, all of whom were born 
in the village, record their memories of growing up in Knowle 
   
 
 
 
Gumley Wilson, Squire of Knowle  £3.50 
The story of Knowle’s charming and spendthrift 19th century Lord of  the Manor, told 
mostly in his own words and those of his nephew. 
 
 

The Pride of Lyons ~ A Butcher’s Shop in High Street  £4 
The history of a timber-framed building, which has been a butcher’s shop for over 200 
years and owned by the Lyons family since 1946.  Written by John Lyons and Jerry 
Tucker. 
 
 
 
The Mermaid & Greswolde Arms ~ A Coaching Inn at Knowle £4 
The history of the Greswolde and its part in the local community from the early 18th 
century to the present day.  Due February 2012. 
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